How Victims Can Help Us!

Our victim unit is here to assist you with
your questions aboud the legal systen,
Piease feel free to call the victim unit as
gqueshions arise. Here are some sugoes-
tions for you to considar:

1) If the defendant i in jail, you can ask
to be notified of jail release. Pleasa call
(0B9) 426-T121 1o let the Sheriff's Depart-
ment know that you wish to be nofified of
the Defendant’s Release,

2] Fill owt and return your green or
blue Yictim Impact Statement, i lets
us and the sentencing judge know how
thes cnme has impactad you. An anve-
lope is also enclosed for your conven-
ience.

3.) Keep our office up to date with cur-
rent contact information such as: your
mailing address or where you are slay-
ing, phona(s), pager and/or e-mail sowe
can give you the latest information ayail-
able,

4) If your case has the attention of the
media, our office can help you interact
with the media. If you want your feelngs
made known, it can be done without
damage 1o the case in the court system.

5] Attend court hearings fo keep upto
date on the deails in the case. If you wil
be attending, check in with the victim

unit 0 we are able 1o notify the prose-
cutor handling the case. Or if you cannot

attend, you can call our vicim unit later
ko find out what happened,

£} You can get a copy of the police re-
port from our office (after the preliminary
hearing in felony cases). If you have infor-
ration in addition io what is in the police
report, write it down and give 1 to the
police agency handling your case.,

71 If your injuries are visible, take
photos. You may contact the police
agancy regarding photes for edditional
bruising

8) Provide documentation to verify your
losses to receive rastitution, This docu-
mentation needs to be given to our ofice
at least two weeks before serkencing. If
yiou were coverad by nsurance, have your
insurance agent contact our ofiice to ask
for reimbursement of their claim and your
deductible.

21 You have the right 1o speak at sen-
tencing. Unless you spaak in parson or
write & victim impact statement, the judge
will not know how the crime has affected
you and your family.

"Traumalic awiils an grrasndnary,
nod becausea thay acour rarely; but ither
Decausa fhay averwhalm e ormnay Runan
gdapfabions fo ife”

VICTIM ASSISTANCE

Our crime victim unit is here to assist crime
victims responding tothe court process,
and help victims retum to hisfher normal
wiay of life,

We can also provide information on:
¢ Michigan Cnme Viztims' Compensation
4 |ocal emergency services
¢ referrals to other cammunity agencies
% slatus of your case
¢ accompanying a vicim to court

4 completing Victim mpact Statement
forms

% retum of personal Jroperty
4 Resbiution

I you are intimidated or threatened with
violenoe:
CONTACT THE POLICE IMMEDIATELY
To conkact our victim unit call
(969) 426-8592

Aaron W. Miller
Giladuin Coandy Prosecoting Afomoy

Yidtim Rights Coandnales
4071 W, Cadar Avi,
Gladwin, M| 48624

(389) 4268592




Legal Rights
- Upon Your Request -

Under the Michigan Conslilution and the Crima
Victim Rights Act, you have the right o:

» Ba treabed with fairmess and respect \:

fhecughout the criminal jushics process

» Timely disposition of the case fallawing the
arres! af the accused

v Racere an explanation of the criminal case
prOcess

v Reasonable probaction from the accused
throughout the criminal jusbice procass
i8.0., a wailting area saparate from the de-
fendanés and their relatives and wilnesses,
and receiving advice to follow if threatened
of intmiciated by the defendant)

« Be frea from threats or écts of discharge
fram your emplover becausa you are sub-
poenaed or requastad by the Prosecuting
Atlormey 10 testify in court

» Cansult with the Prosecuting Attomey 10
give your views about the disposition of the
=11

» Raceive police of emargancy and madical
sanvces from the investigating police
agancy

» The name of the person in the Prosecutors
Office with information about your case

» Natice of all schaduled court proceedings,
ncludng senfencing

¢ Motice of the defendant's relaase on bond
or escape from cusbody while awaiting trial

+ When a pre-senbence investigation repart
is ordered by the court, the address and
k telephone number of the probafion depart-
g ment that is preparing the report

« An explanation of eligibility requirements
for victims compensation benefits

# Aflend tnal and all olher cour proceedings
the accused has the right o aftend (unless
you are sequestared before you tashy)

» Make an oral stalament 10 & pra-sentance
nvastgaior, or have a writlen impact slate-
ment includiad in the pre-sentance raport

» Make an oral or writhen stateman bo tha
court at senbencing

¢ Restitution

; -,
v |nformatan about the conviction, senfence,
imprsonment, and releass of the actused

v Ap explanation of the appeal process
¢ Prompt reutmn of your property faken during

an investigafion, excepl as olherwise pro-
wided by law

TESTIFYING?

« TELL THE TRUTH

» STICK TO THE FACTS .

» RELAX, AND SPEAK CLEARLY
+ DRESS NEATLY

COURTROOM
PROCEDURES

# A basic rula in every criminal Gase is thal bofh
sidas have tha chance fo quesion avery wil-
ness. Questions asked by both sdas have the
sarme goal: 1o Srid aul what & rue

« Dian'l el the deferss wyer upsel you, It may
seam thal he is rying [0 pin you down, but he
has the right o best how mary of the facts vou
know and remembes.

» [f youl can answer a question, "yes” or “no”, do
50, Angswer only the questions asked. Do not
vilunteer addifional information,

¢ |f you don't know the answer fo & question, say
50, DON'T GUESS.

v |1 o donr'L e, Dol pou used e ki,
you may answer, °| don't remamber®,

s |f you don't understand or did not hear the
question, ask thal it be explained or repeabad,

s |f aiher kawyer rases an objection, stop speak-

ing 8 once. After the wdge has nbed, you will
b ashed 1o go on

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

Why am | receiving a subpoena?

The law requires live faslimany in criminal cases,
Affidanils and depasifions cannol be wed as
substitutes for live testimony, as they are in civi
cases.

Why was this case adjourned?

Cases are adjoumned ke many reasons, Wik
resses of sttomeys may be unavailable, Mulliple
triaks are s8t each day and the court decides the
scheduling pricrity of each case

What is an impact statement?

&, written or verbal statement letting the cour
kv your Tesdlings about The crime and how it

has afacled yaur Iia.

What happens if | den't refurn my impact
staberment?

Your views on the case may nol be known and
restibufion may nal ba ordered on your behalf.

YWhat is restitution?

I is an amaunt of money you can be reimbursed
by Ihe defendant for achual damages. This
amaund, elong with documentation of vour loss,
should be included in your impact stalemeant.

What is Crime Victim Compensation?

The Michigan Crime: Victim Compensation Com-
mission is located in Langing. Qualified victims
woukd be these who ane injured or kase sarnings
or suppor because of the crime. This awand can
be in combination with courl-ordered restitutian,
We have 8 GVG brochure that provides mare
cetaied inlormation.
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