Gormchans for designaled oflenses have the same
ahect and habiikes as i they had been obtained in
an adJl courl, A sendencing, the judge may:

v enber 3 hypical juvenile disposiion ander,

» impose a senence thal could be enbened
agansl an adul comicled of the same crime
{ircluding probation], # the interests of the
public would be served,

« delay imprisonment g5 & condiional fam of
misposiion.
TRAFFIC OFFENSES
The Famiby Divizion has junsdicfion cwer misde-
maanor and felony vialations of the Malor Yahice

Cade committed by minars. Ciil infraction
wialalans ane handied in the Detnct Courl,

APPEALS

Appeals from Family Courl ane heard in Ihe
Michigan Court of Appeals

AUTHORITY OVER ADULTS

The Family Division can eniler onders over adults
that affect the physical, mental or moral wellbeing
of & juvenie under its jonsdichan =genesally
parents, guardians of adull members of the youth's
nousehold, These ordars must be incidental o the
jrisoichion the pourt Fad ower |e youth. The
parent or guandian of a youth over which the cour
hias furisdichion must atiend all coun hearings,
unkess encused for good cause. The cour can aso
ider the parenis | wilh supenasory responsibility
of the: juwenile &1 the lme of the delrguent
behavicr 10 be ntyesveraly kabls for reslilution
b b wachimne.

EXPUNGMENT OF RECORDS

Most adjudicalad delimguancy cffansas an ax-
punged when the person bams 300, The Family
Court must expunge diversion or consent calendar
*eponds wilhim & moelh afier the person flums 18,
Life offenses, crminal traffic siolations and report-

ablie juvenile oflenses are never expunged.

VICTIM RIGHTS

Crime vicims hava the same basic righls, whather
ihe orima or oflansa i commitied by adulls ar juve
nies, This includes the vicim's constiufional and
skadutany nights to fial reslitulion, Plesse see our
Victim Rights brochure for & summary of those
rights and procedures, Vicims are encouraged o
gtiend &l hearings becauae the alala of the cose
can change then, and the victim's inpul and cpinian
are imporiant

COMMON JUVENILE COURT TERMS

ADJUDICATION: A juvenie court "convclian” fram
a plea of & fnal verdicl M adudicaled on an ofenss,
[he cour "takes jrsdichian™ of the youlh, and c2n
anler 3 disposilion andes

CONSENT CALENDAR: An infarmal protaton
ugually for first timo alanders. I a3l probalion berms
ane completed, the court R autharity bo dismiss
the petitian; if nal, the cour & transler the case (o
the formal calendar for a pre-Inal conferance, for-
mal plea, tnal, elc. Inwictim nghls cases, the courd
musi nolity $a preseculor F consanl calendar may
be approved so the wclim can b coneulled and the
proseculor can adwise he cour if e apgrovas
Consent calandar situs can be granled cver 3
preseculor's andior viclim's abjschion.

DETEMTIOMTREATMENT: Faclites aperaisd by
ihe Family court or stala whera veniles may be
detained pending hearings ar following dsposiion.
Jisreniles may be placed in dedertion afer disposi-
fion for [realment Services.

DISPOSITION: The juvenle court equivalent of
senbenca in an adull criming case,

DIVERSION: An informal supenvision of the youfh
par bo e court authonzing a petiion. Congent
calendar is 3 form of chwersion,

JURISENCTION: The courls aulhn:-ntg.- It gnlsr or
ders affecing a delnguanl youlh up o their 155
birfwday, and fsher parenis or household,

PETITION: Changing dacument in a juvenile delin-

quercy case, issusd by 8 prosecubor 1 fists the
offenses the youth has allegedly committed

REPORTABLE JUVENILE OFFEMSE; Offense
fraf requires fingerpringing - murder or altempiad
e, Sefus assauls (assaull wy Intent 5 mur-
cer, commit geaal bodly harm, maim, oF rob), arson
of & dwellrg, BAE, hame invasion 15l degree, lar-
CiEny in a building, car thelt, car @cking, lodnap-
ping, CSC 1st-3nd degree, rabbery, possessian of
celreery of BS0 grams or mare of 2 scheduls 1 or 2
rarcolic

RESTITUTION: Repeyment of aconomiz Ingsas i
& victim of an adjudicated juvenile’s course of dain-
quent canduct. Restfution typically indudies the
vl of log! property or Bhe cost o repair damagead
property, medical or physical therapy expenses,
end work lpss (including attendance ai court haar-
ings]. The pareni responsible for supervising the
jusenile zi e fima of the definquent condudt can
be ordered to pay resStution if the juvenie is found
to be unabiz 1o do so persanally. Vicim rights laws
require fat “Tull reslulion” b2 awardad 1o viclims.
SPECIFIED JUVENILE VIOLATION: Crima for
which a youth, convicled in a designaliad casa,
poidd be saniancad da prison — munder; sanous
pesaults (assaull wi' intent lo murdar, cammil graak
badily harm, maim, or rob]; anson of a dwaling:
hama irmasion 151 degrea; car jacking; kidnapping;
C5C 151 degree; armed robbary, bank/sale rabbery;
escape from a madium- or hagh-sacurily |uvenila
Taililty, marufaciura, sabs, delivary or poesesson of
650 grams al a schedule 1 or 2 narpobc; of al
{empl, solicilation, conspiracy lo commil he crmes
STATUS OFFENSE: A non-delinguancy vidlalion
af lzw grang the Family courl judsohelion ower a
mincr, Sltalus afenders are habilual reways fom
hame, tuanls fom schodl, and incamigibla yauths,
Parents may be pelitioners, Courts cannot place
shahs ofianders in dedendion dus $ the status ol
farea candudt, but miay desain youths due to willul
wiotations of court anders whene less resvrictive al-
jemalis are nol appropriate

TRAMSFER CASE: Pelitors ane issued by the
':l'uw.ull.ﬂ in the county whers the alffanses og-
curred, but cases may iransfer o The Family Cour
in the: county where the juvenie lves for agiudics-
lion and cheposiion with e coreant of bath coun-
fies’ courls. The counby-ol-residencs is resporgible
for mankoring and rehabilkafing their youdhs

HAaron W, Miller
ipawm Counly Prosocuing Avomay

Victim Rights Coordinator
01 W, Cadar Ava,
Cladwin, M1 48624

(389) 426-8592




INTRODUCTION
This brochure is an overview of Michigan's
juvenila court process. It wil acquaint you
with the scheduls of hearings, and tarms
used in celinquency cases. | Ifalzed fams
eve calinod al e hack of e pamphist |

JUVENILE COURT PHILOSOPHY
Minors violaling misdamaanar or felony lews
before thay furn 17 may be brought infa the juve-
nie justice system. Delinquency cases are not
“crimiral®, The phicsopty of the Family Court's
Juvenile Division |5 rehabiitation and treatmeant
o the: dedinguent youth, nol punishment.

JUVENILE COURT PROCESS
Petition: Afler & polica investigalion, & prosecut-
ing aftomery reviews the reparts and facts to de-
cida whether courd aclion i required. If 5o, tha
proseculor issues a pelition, listing the offense(s)
with which Ihe juverse & changed. Thie pelilion
filed wilh the Circut Courfs Family Divgion,
which ofcially slars the courl prooess.

Preliminary Inquiry. The first court hearing in a
juverde prosecution, smiar o an adult court
arrakgnment, A prosecutor might not atbend this
heanng. The juvenie & informed of the charged
ofienses, and hisher constitutional rights. The
juverie’s family can Sle for a court-appeinied
aflorney 3t this hearing, The Family Court's Ju-
venie Divigion can;

» wam fhe juveniie and dismiss the peb-
han when appropriabe in non-victim
rights cases;

» rafer the child for volunkary counseling;

«  place the juvende an infarmal prabation
{dievsian of consant cakandar) if the
uveniba guaifies and it is appropriale
becaise f sarves the uvenile's and the
pukacs basi inferests: ar

o sehecla further hearings on the court's

formal moshet™

if the juweniie will admit responsibility for tha of-
fanse(s), the court will schadula a "plea & digpo-
sitic” Feaning, The yauth may be released bo his/
her parents' care with barms or conditions, or may
be hedd at the Youth Faciity if releasa inbo the
public would endanger tha youth or the public,

Pré-Trial Conference: H tha juverlle does not in-
tially admit rasponsibiity for the offense, & pre-
frial confiarence wil be scheduled. & prasacuting
ahomey and the juwenile'’s allomey mesl regard-
ing whther the juvnibe will plsad to the charged
aoffanses) or differen offenseds), or if the case
wil o 1o brial, Grime victims are encouraged 1o
atiend pre-iial conferences so fe prasaculor
an discuss oplions for resolving the case.

Adjudication: A case mey be adudicaled by a
quity piaa or Irial verdict that the jwenile commit-
fad an affense. In & jury or judge frisl, the prasa-
cufion miust prove The uvanila's nesponsibility
beyond a reagsanable doubl The juvenie & not
required fo prowe hisfher innccence.

Dispesition: The dspasiton s simitar o an adulf
court "serdencing”, A prabation agents repart
summarizes the youth's background and need for
senvices, and recommends terms of disposition
The judge considers this information and decides
tha final barms of the disposition. The judge has
wida |atilwda, but must arder services and pro-
grams appropnate for the welare of the juvanila
and society. Typicel disposifions include proba-
tion, coursaling, lethar of apology to vicim, core
munily sarvce, rastlution etc.

The judge can:

* wam the juvenile endior parents and
terminate the court's junsdichiom,

phace the juvenile on in-home probation
with parenis, relatives or guardians,

+  plaon the juvenile in fostar cane subject
1 e courfs junsdichan;
+ order community service by the juvenile;

« sand the juvenie b a private or publc in-
sthufion or agency for the featment and
rehabditation of juvenile affenders,

« order haalih cana for e renibe;

« oeder participation in programes (a.g., coun-
salbng. schodl, drag oF aloohal reatment);

« place the juvenie in a juvanie boof carg,

= afdir (i parenls i paricpate in real-
ment andior refrain from conducd hariul
i ol jursii b,

« ander 8 period of probation with peabalion
rules o follow;

¢ ander the juvenile & paran|s) superdsing
ihe child at the time of the incident 1o pay
full resfilufion §a the viclims of S delin-
quency behaniar,

v order payment of a crime victim rights as-
sessmeni fee, and reimbursement of court-
appoirded atlomy fees and ofher court
Service expanses.

Crirng victims are sncouraged 1o allend dsposition

hearings. Vichims may delver wverbal ar weitien im-

pact slalaments. Tha sialemenl may axplan physi-

cal, pspchalogical or emational Farm suffensd by
thie wicim; ezplain aconamic lass of propady dam-
age suffered; request restiuion; and recommend
appeopriahe farms of dispositian.

ACT 150 WARDS

Typically, an adjudicaied jvenile & mads a lempa-

rafy “courty ward® and is supervised by the court's

probation depariment. Occasionally, youths need
more infensive services and are made femperary

"stale wards™. Thess so-called "Act 150" cases are

supervisad by the Michigan Dapartmeanl of Human

Senvices, and may imolve placement in residential

frealment programs

The court halds rewiew hearings at least evary &

miriihs b monilar prognss on probalian, il hal

she completes al programming or buens 19 years
cid (when they “age cut” of the juvenile justice sys-
bem}. Viclims may allend Adt 150 review hearings,

TREATING JUVENILES AS ADULTS

In rare casas whare & 14-16 yeer old juvenile is
charged with a felony, the Family Courfs exclu-
sive jurisdichion can be waived, and the juvenila
can be freated or senfenced the same as an
adull,

Automatic Waiver; A juvenile may be charged
by & prosaculor with & specifed fuvenile vl
fion on & complaint and warrant in District Gourt,
rather than on a petition in Juvenile Cout. If
probatke cause & found that the youlh commil-
ted the offerse(s), the case is bound over io
Cirpuit Cowr for trial or entry of 2 plea. All "auto-
waner” convictions must be sentenced in the
same manner &5 an adull (excepd that assault
with irent 1o rob while armed, bank or safe rob-
bery, hama invasion first degree, assaull GEH
or escapa can resull in jusanile prabation as an
Act 150 ward).

Traditional Waiver: If 3 juvenie & changed wilth
arry felony, the prosecuior may (within 14 days
of fling the pedition) request that the Family
Coun judge waive that court's jursdiction and led
the case be handed in adult court. The Family
Court judge must initially determine that prab-
ghile cause axists that the juveniia and tha
public would be sarved by granting the motian.
(Factors indude the sancusness of the offense
in tarms of commuinty profection, the youlh's
delnquency nstard, the youlh's programming
history, and 1he adequacy of punishmant v
rehabilitation programming availabia in the juve-
nille jusshice Sysbem | In most radibonal waiver™
casas, tha youth has already axhausted the re-
habiliation sardces avaiable in the janile jus-
fica sysharm Afer waner, i juvenile is ned in
Bul courl, If convicled, he'she must be san-
lencad 25 an adull Auvanile senlenca” is nod
allowead.

Deshgnated Case: A delinquency case where
tha prosecuiing atlomey desgnabas, or asks ihe
court ko designate the case for rial in Family
Court in the ame manner a5 an adull,
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