Who are Our Access and Functional Needs Community?

Access and Functional Needs Populations are defined as those whose members may
have additional needs before, during and after an incident in functional areas,
including but not limited to: maintaining independence, communication,
transportation, supervision, and medical care. Individuals in need of additional
response assistance may include those who have disabilities, live in institutionalized
settings, are elderly, are children, are from diverse cultures, have limited English
proficiency, or are non-English speaking, or are transportation disadvantaged. An
individual with a disability is defined by the ADA as a person who had a physical or
mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, a person
who has a history or record of such impairment, or a person who is perceived by
others as having such impairment. The ADA does not specifically name all of the
impairments that are covered.

If you or someone close to you has a disability and other access and functional needs,
you may have to take additional steps to protect yourself and your family in an
emergency. See the below website for more preparedness information.

https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1440775166124-
cOfadbb53eb55116746e811f258efb10/FEMA-ReadySpNeeds web v3.pdf




