
A Call To Action!  
 
 
The disaster that happened when the 500-year flood impacted all 
four lakes and the Edenville Dam gave way on Wixom lake 
leading to unimaginable destruction to our lakes, homes, and 
businesses leaving a path of pain from Secord, Smallwood, 
Wixom, and Sanford Lakes. The destruction continued through 
Sanford, Midland Saginaw areas as the flood water and debris 
worked toward Saginaw Bay. My heart goes out to all affected. It 
is a miracle that no one was killed in this tragedy. Thanks to our 
first responders and the compliance of those that evacuated. 
Thanks to the volunteers that have stepped up to help with clean-
up and to so many, donations from individuals and businesses all 
came to ether to assist in the recovery.  
 
At this point, we need significant help in rebuilding & fixing our 
dams so that this never happens again. I believe that if we all 
work together, we may be able to help secure the flood major 
disaster declaration relief that we need.  In addition to the beauty 
and recreational aspects that the lakes provide, the economic 
impact is enormous. Land values of Secord, Smallwood, Wixom, 
and Sanford will decline beginning in 2021. On top of the decline 
in revenues from the COVID pandemic, Townships and Gladwin 
County revenues will be drastically reduced. This shortfall will 
cause a crisis in local government. The fiscal losses will lead to 
many challenges and a potential reduction in services, impacting 
every aspect affecting how our local government functions. Many 
businesses are struggling, not having the usual summer revenue 
to help them survive. 
 
It is time for all of us to take action! We need to begin a campaign 
of letter writing, email, phone calls, attend meetings with our 
government representatives and make sure they understand the 
impact that this will have on thousands of voters. 



There is a request from the Governor to the President for a 
Federal Major Disaster Declaration.  The granting of this request 
will provide federal government support (to include financial) to 
help the area rebuild.  We can think of getting this approved as 
phase one.  The agreement by the President for federal financial 
support will provide assistance in the short and long term 
 
If you live down state, contact your local representatives at the 
State and Federal level.  Let them know you support the efforts to 
rebuild the mid-Michigan lakes area.  Ask them to support this 
effort and to get their legislative friends to do the same.  In the US 
Congress and Senate, our elected officials have helped other 
states with national disaster funding . . . challenge them to ask 
their friends in congress to support Michigan today. 
 
Gladwin County's population of approximately 28,000 grows to 
over 60,000 in the summer months due to the influx of people 
coming up to enjoy the lakes and their second homes. For many 
living on the lakes where they work or have retired to is 
devastating. Just imagine working hard all of your life, selling your 
home downstate, and having the disaster of epic proportions take 
all of that away.  
 
Our Government Contact Information 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer, 517-373-3400 P.O. Box 30013, 
Lansing Michigan 48909 
Senator Stamas, 517-373-7946 5200 Binsfield Building, Lansing, 
Mi 48909-7536. Senatorjimstamas.com 
Representative Wentworth, 517-373-8962 P.O. Box 30014 
Lansing, Mi 48909. jasonwentworth@house.mi.gov 
Senator Debbie Stabenow,  292-224-4822 517-273-1760 Hart 
Senate office Building Washington, DC 20570 
Senator Gary Peters, 202-225-3561 117 Cannon House Office 
Building Washington, DC 20515 



U.S. Representative John Moolenaar. 202-225-4735 514 Cannon 
House Office Building Washington, DC 20515  
President Donald Trump  202-456-11111600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20500. president@whitehouse.gov: 
WE NEED HIM TO DECLARE MID-MICHIGAN FLOODING A 
MAJOR DISASTER! All need to hear from all of us. 
 
Please share your personal stories with them about how your 
lives have been impacted so that they can appreciate our 
situation. 
 
Additionally, I'm inviting all of our Townships, Gladwin County 
Elected Officials & Employees, and all of the Lake Associations, 
businesses to join in this effort, this situation will affect the 
economics of our County and businesses. Also, many people that 
do not live on the lakes, use & enjoy them. 
 
Please join me in this campaign, it allows us to be heard. Please 
copy me if you would like, on any letters or emails that you 
send: jvernier@gladwincounty-mi.gov 
 
Respectfully, Joel M. Vernier Gladwin County Commissioner  
 
This initiative is supported by: 
 
Gladwin County Commissioners 
Sharon Smith, Ron Taylor, Kyle Grove, Rick Grove and Joel 
Vernier. 
Laura Brandon-Maveal, Gladwin County Clerk 
Christy Van Tiem, Gladwin County Treasurer 
Michael Shea, Gladwin County Sheriff 
Dee Jungman, Gladwin City Mayor 
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Colin Combs, Secord Township Commissioner 
Timothy Mester, Billings Township Commissioner 
Thomas Olsen, Hay Township Commissioner 
Karen Hoffman, Clement Township Supervisor 
Craig Bergman, Tobacco Township Supervisor 
Timothy Mickler, Beaverton Township Supervisor 
Bradley Neumeyer, Bentley Township Supervisor 
Dan Gonzalez, Butman Township Supervisor 
Andy Schnieder, Grim Township Supervisor 
John, Jurgenson, Sherman Township Supervisor 
Robert Weaver, Gladwin Township Supervisor 
Kevin Van Tiem, Buckeye Township supervisor 
 
Shannon Sirpilla, Beaverton City Treasurer / Deputy Clerk  
 
Bill Bowman, Secord Township Trustee 
Martin Holmes, Secord Township Trustee 
William Oard, Tobacco Township Trustee 
 
Indeed, I believe there are many more in support of this initiative, 
working with a short turnaround time, they may not have had a 
chance to respond. 


