Gladwin County Board of Commissioners
Board Minutes, June 9, 2026
Mike Visnaw, District 1 Vice-Chairperson (Sherman, Butman, Clement, Secord)
Alan Donaldson, District 2 {Sage, Gladwin, and Gladwin City N. of M-61)
District 3 (Bentley, Billings, Bourret, Grim, Hay)
Karen Moore, District 4, Chairperson (Tobacco, Buckeye, Beaverton City}
Tom Winarski, District 5 (Grout, Beaverton, Gladwin City S. of M-61)

The Gladwin County Board of Commissioners met for a reqular Board Meeting on June 8, 2026. The
meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairperson Karen Moore. The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited and roll call found four Board members present as the District 3 seat is vacant.

District 3 Appointment

Tim Mester submitted an application for the District 3 Commissioner seat and spoke to the Board
on why he felt he would be a good choice to fill the vacancy. Mester is currently serving as the
Supervisor for Billings Township.

Lisa Lawrason also submitted her application for the District 3 Commissioner seat vacancy. Lawrason
spoke of her 20 years of being a Hay Township resident, Delta College Political Science Professor,
and involvement with the 4-H Program. Lawrason mentioned that she didn’t realize the length of
commitment when she initially applied. Discussion.

Motion by Commissioner Visnaw, supported by Commissioner Winarski to appoint Tim Mester as
District 3 Commissioner. Roll call taken. Ayes: Visnaw, Moore, Winarski, Donaldson. Nays: 0. Ayes
carried, motion passed.

Chairperson Moore stated that the Board could not swear in Mr. Mester until he had resigned from
the Billings Township Board and that board officially accepts the resignation. Chairperson Moore
also thanked Lisa Lawrason and hopes that she will join local committees in the future.

City Administrator’s Report

Shannon Sirpilla, Beaverton City Manager. The city is actively working on a new water system. The
new water tower should be installed by the end of the year. Calhoun Campground will have the Bay
City Archers Tournament on 6/27/26. The event will also have food trucks on site.

Consent Agenda — Motion by Commissioner Donaldson, supported by Commissioner Winarski to
approve the agendas as presented. Ayes carried, motion passed.

Public Comment on Agenda item:

Mary Moylan-Agenda item 16A & 16B. Spoke in support of both moratoriums up for consideration.



Joel Vernier-Agenda item 16A & 16B. Spoke in support of the board signing both moratoriums.
Doug Ritchie-Agenda item 16A & 16B. Spoke in support of the board signing both moratoriums.

Melanie Smelter-Agenda item 16A & 16B. Appearing today in support of both moratoriums. Solar
panels are not being recycled and they are full contaminants. Property values have decreased and
my taxes and electric have increased.

Beverly Seres-Agenda item 16A & 16B. Spoke in support of both moratoriums. Butman Township is
driven by environmental use, and these Data Centers and solar panels will greatly impact that use.

Amanda Stewart-Agenda item 16A & 16B. Here to support the moratoriums.

Tonya-Agenda item 16A & 16B. Here in support of the board signing both moratoriums. Solar energy
isn’t helping anycne.

Renee Zelt, Sage Township Supervisor-Agenda item 16A & 16B. Solar panels leach contaminants into
the ground. How is that affecting the water table in those areas? The solar panels’ life expectancy
is between 15-20 years, then they go to hazardous waste sites. Does anyone know what the cost of
decommissioning these solar farms is or who oversees that process? Sage Township has joined other
townships in signing their own moratoriums. | believe that Tobacco Township voted to do the same
at their last meeting.

Chairperson Moore-Tobacco Township took no action on moratoriums at the last meeting.

Deanne-Agenda item 16A & 16B. Please vote for both moratoriums. Don’t allow these companies
to destroy our health and future.

Unknown Speaker-Agenda item 16A & 16B. Spoke in support of the Board signing both
moratoriums. We are all relying on you to protect us and { don’t believe that these are compliant
with state law.

Sam McDermott-Agenda item 16B. Gladwin has already taken steps and ordinances to guide solar
land projects. Please refer to PA 233 CREO. If you sign this moratorium, you will open the county up
to state involvement rather than keeping local control. We believe that your current ordinance is
sufficient.

Michelle Davis-Agenda item 16A & 16B. I'm not a Gladwin County resident, but | own property in
Gladwin. The Board in Arthur Township, in Clare County, voted to kick it back to the state. Currently
the State of Michigan has 8 projects on hold. Who will be in charge of paying for the decommission
of these sites? Please consider signing these moratoriums and include all future and current
projects. We need to stop all projects immediately.

Approval of the Board Minutes:
A. May 26, 2026, Regular Board Meeting



Department Head Report

A. Terry Walters, Drain Commissioner. Presented the Annual Drain Report for 2025. Four Lakes
assessments have really kept us busy this year. Commissioner Donaldson asked a question
regarding the Chappel Dam inspection. Walters explained that it’s a high hazard dam that
needs full time maintenance. The dam is more closely monitored than it was by his
predecessor which helps to minimize the flooding of the city.

B. Ken Roberts, Veterans Affairs. Gave an update on his office after losing the Veterans service
officer. Roberts stated that he’s doing his best to handle things on his own. The state has
approved the grant for funding for 2027; however, they did not approve enough money for
a full-time person. It’s difficult to run the day-to-day operations of the office and be part of
community involvement events. Roberts wanted to put this in front of the board now and
will be back at a later date to request that the Board fund the remainder of the position to
allow for a full-time position.

Finance Reports/Claims and Accounts General Fund

A. Christy VanTiem, County Treasurer. Presented a request to distribute $1300 from the FEMA
fund that was created in 2015 and has had no activity since 2016. Discussion.

Motion by Commissioner Donaldson, supported by Commissioner Visnaw, to allow Treasurer
VanTiem to distribute final checks from FEMA account 259 to townships and cities. Roll call
taken. Ayes: Moore, Winarski, Donaldson, Visnaw. Nays: 0. Ayes carried, motion passed.

B. Christy VanTiem, County Treasurer. Requested to advance funds from Unallocated to the
Landbank in order to complete four housing projects in the City of Beaverton. Once these
projects are completed and the houses are sold, then that money will be reimbursed back
into the Unallocated line. VanTiem explains that this is an investment into the community as
well as the ability to get new affordable housing for residents. VanTiem explained that the
Landbank just sold a house in the City of Gladwin that was constructed by the CTE students
for $240,000. VanTiem also explained that this investment is completely trackable through
the system and she’d be able to hand out reports to the Commissioners. Motion by
Commissioner Visnaw, supported by Commissioner Winarski to advance funds from
Unallocated funds to Landbank for up to 5400,000. Roll call taken. Ayes: Visnaw, Donaldson,
Moore, Winarski. Nays: 0. Ayes carried, motion passed.

C. Matt McGourty, Jail Administrator. Requested to send two Corrections Officers to the
academy. Motion by Commissioner Visnaw, supported by Commissioner Donaldson, to
approve sending Correction Officers Kristofer Maorrow and Maxwell Jankowsky to Corrections
Academy at a cost of 53,000, plus mileage and meals from account # 264-000-804.000. Roll
call taken. Ayes: Donaldson, Moore, Visnaw, Winarski. Nays: 0. Ayes carried, motion passed.

Commiittee Meeting Reports

A. Planning Commission 5-6-2026.

Routine Payments Made Within Department’s Budget, less than $500.



Payments required by Collective Bargaining Agreement

A. Payout request for unused PTO for J. Farrow per union contract of 80 hours $1,938.40 to be
paid from line 101-351-707.000.

Miscellaneous

A. Chris Wolff, RRS presentation. RRS assists communities with Material Management Planning.
Gladwin County’s plan is over two decades old and state law requires it to be brought up to
date. Commissioner Winarski asked if materials that are put in the recycling end up recycled.
Wolff answered that yes, materials do end up being recycled and reused in some form.
Discussion.

New Business

A. Mike Brubaker, 911 Director. Presented a resoiution to affirm Gladwin County’s dedication
to working with the State of Michigan Public Safety Communication System to relocate an
800 MHz broadcast tower. Gladwin Schools owns a property they have offered to house the
tower on for use with their busing radios. That property is near the airport, and the FAA has
approved the tower to be 350°. Discussion. Motion by Commissioner Donaldson, supported
by Commissioner Winarski to approve Resolution 2026-013 to reaffirm Gladwin County’s
dedication to working with the State of Michigan Public Safety Communications System
(MPSCS) in its efforts to relocate a broadcast tower to Gladwin County. Roll call taken. Ayes:
Visnaw, Donaldson, Moore, Winarski. Nays: 0. Ayes carried, motion passed.

B. Alan Donaldson, Parks & Rec Committee. The Master Plan for Parks & Recs was written in
2019. The current agency contracted to write the Master Plan hasn’t completed anything and
the Parks & Rec Committee would like to send it back out for RFP. Discussion. Motion by
Commissioner Donaldson, supported by Commissioner Winarski to put the Parks & Rec
Master Plan back out for RFP. Roll call taken. Ayes: Visnaw, Donaldson, Moore, Winarski.
Nays: 0. Ayes carried, motion passed.

Old Business

A. Resolution regarding a Data Center Moratorium. The County’s Attorney, Tim Perrone drafted
the resolution for a temporary six-month moratorium that would allow time for the Master
Plan to be completed, as well as allow time for the Planning Commission to adopt regulations.
Discussion regarding if six months would be enough time to complete the Master Plan and
allow for the Planning Commission to also complete their ordinances. Chairperson Moore
stated that she would like monthly updates from the Planning Commission regarding the
progress of the ordinances. Discussion continued.



Motion by Commissioner Visnaw, supported by Commissioner Winarski to approve
Resolution 26-009 Moratorium regarding Data Centers for six months or until an ordinance
is drafted. Roll call taken. Ayes: Winarski, Moore, Visnaw, Donaldson. Nays: 0. Ayes carried,
motion passed.

B. Resolution regarding Green Energy Moratorium. Chairperson Moore stated that the new
Master Plan, when completed, will be replacing an 18-year-old document. Discussion
regarding if six months was again enough time for the Master Plan and for the Planning
Commission to revamp their ordinances. Commissioners Visnaw & Winarski stated that they
both felt that three months for the moratorium would be more than sufficient. Commissioner
Donaldson stated that he felt like three months was not enough time to complete both the
Master Plan and updated ordinances. Donaldson stated that he wants to get this right for the
residents. He questioned if in the event of an emergency such as a fire at these solar farms if
Gladwin’s Emergency Manager has ever been contacted or the local fire departments.
Discussion.

Motion by Commissioner Donaldson, supported by Commissioner Moore to adopt
Resolution 26-010 Moratorium for green energy to include solar, wind and battery facilities
as presented for the six-month period. Roll call taken. Ayes: Donaldson, Moore. Nays:
Winarski, Visnaw. Motion & Resolution fails.

Discussion continued. Commissioner Donaldson stated that he will put the motion back up
with the three-month period. Chairperson Moore stated that the six months seemed
reasonable and feels like three months will not be enough time.

Motion by Commissioner Donaldson, supported by Commissioner Winarski to Amend
Resolution 26-010 to change the initial period from six to three months. Roll call taken. Ayes:
Donaldson, Moore, Winarski. Nays: Visnaw. Ayes carried, motion passed.

Chairperson Comments

A group of us traveled to former Commissioner Tami’ O’Donnell’s funeral last week in Grand
Blanc. There was a great showing and everyone could tell how much she meant to both
communities.

Board Member Comments/Report
Mike Visnaw, District 1:

Attended the Health Department meeting.

Attended the Cup of Joe meeting at the American Legion.
Attended the Animal Control meeting.

Attended the Planning Commission meeting.



Alan Donaldson, District 2:

I’'m very proud of this community. Ali these discussions are what good government is
supposed to look like.

Attended the City of Gladwin meeting. Many concerns regarding DPW and signage. He
encourages all to continue to stay involved and share what they have learned.

District 3:

Karen Moore, District 4:

Attended the Health Department meeting. The Director has resigned and they are
currently looking for a new Director.

Attended the Opioid Task Force meeting. Project North has a partnership with Ten16.
The Summer Street Fest will be on July 11 this summer. There will hopefuily be a
mural project going soon and ready for the Street Fest.

Want to thank Mike Hargrave for all his efforts to keep Thunder on the Strip at the
airport and for all the past years it has been there.

Tom Winarski, District 5:

e Attended the Mid Michigan Community Action Agency meeting.

Attended a township meeting.

Administration Report

Board Communications

Gave an update on questions she’s received regarding River Road. She has passed along the
information received to the Road Commission. Moore wanted to remind everyone that if it's
not in our statute, then we cannot act on something. The Road Commissioners are elected
by residents, they have their own board, and we cannot go in and tell them what to do.

Report of Civil Attorney

Public Comments:

Unknown speaker-Thank you to Commissioner Donaldson and Chairperson Moore. What V've heard
from the other two Board members is a lack of understanding of PA 233. Take a minute to look up
the CREO, we’ve left the door wide open.



Mary Moylan-Thank you to Commissioner Donaldson and Chair Moore. Government is not God.
What we are talking about is the imposition and the inefficiency of solar panels. Don’t’ forget the
24% tax credit that these solar companies will receive if they get projects completed this year.

Unknown Speaker-Commissioner Visnaw stated that there are 50-75 data centers in the state. |
wonder if these are the same types that are being proposed for Gladwin. | feel like you should be
looking out for the people. | also want to request that any special meeting you hold regarding solar,
or data centers be held in the evenings, so that people don’t have to take time off from work just to
attend.

Joel Vernier-The meeting for this Thursday in Secord Township has been canceled. On 6/22 the
Council of Local government will have a meeting for an Open Meetings Act refresher. Regarding the
solar panels issues; why are we paying higher electricity fees when we have all these wind turbines
and solar panels. Because these things help the companies and do nothing for the residents.

Michelle Davis-Expressed disappointment in two Commissioners and thanked the other two
Commissioners. Ms. Davis wanted to address Commissioner Visnaw’s statement that he hasn’t
heard anything about health concerns only that solar doesn’t look aesthetically pleasing. Ms. Davis
presented a petition with over 200 signatures of people who are very concerned about health
conditions. The solar panels will introduce toxic levels of nitrates into the environment. Davis also
believes that the Master Plan is too vague to properly address these issues.

Carl-20-year resident of Secord Township. Wanted to speak on Data Centers and their impact on
the aquafer. The Data Centers need a water source to be cooled; this seems like a major health
concern for residents. Carl also expressed his concern for the Master Plan wording.

Beverly Seres-Expressed appreciation toward Commissioner Donaldson and Commissioner Moore.
Seres did not appreciate Commissioner Visnaw’s comments. Seres stated that she was unable to
give all the information she would have liked due to trying to keep within the 3-minute time limit.
Seres stated that she did talk a lot about health concerns and not one thing that she stated was
anything to do with aesthetics.

Doug Ritchie-Thanked all the Commissioners for all they do, it’s a thankless job. Doug stated that he
was born on the same property that he lives on today. He believes that Data Centers and Solar Panel
farms will cause major issues in property values diminishing. | fear that when this goes bad, no one
will be there to clean it up. Ritchie stated that he believes that now is the time to get things right.

Renee Zelt-Thanked Commissioners Donaldson & Moore. Both Commissioners Visnaw and Winarski
were at the township meetings where all these concerns were addressed. Grout Township now has
to return a large sum of money.

Commissioner Moore-Stated that she believes that the current board is the best board she’s ever
seen in Gladwin County. Moore stated that she feels all the commissioners are doing their very best,



but that they simply have different opinions. We are all here to listen to ail of you and your valid
concerns and | don’t see a no vote as ignorance, it’s just a difference in opinion.

Receive & File

Adjournment at 12:31 p.m.

Mﬁﬂ\w

Constance Thurlow-White, County Clerk Karen Moore Chalrperson




